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Pictures of Yesteryear 

Information on the MYPLACE event organized by the Department of Ethnology and 

World Studies, University of SS Cyril and Methodius in Trnava in association with the Nation’s 

Memory Institute and the Slovak National Museum (Dolná Krupá) 

 

On Friday, November 21st , four days after November 17th , the Day of the Fight for 

Freedom and Democracy, which is a national holiday, the MYPLACE team from the 

Department of Ethnology and World studies, University of SS Cyril and Methodius in Trnava 

(hereinafter UCM), organized a public event called “Obrazy nedávnej minulosti - Pictures of 

yesteryear”. The event took place at the premises of the palace in Dolná Krupá, near Trnava, 

which belongs to the Slovak National Museum.  It was attended mainly by students from the 

UCM, local students, and the public.  The event was divided into three main parts – the 

exhibition Pictures of Yesteryear, a screening of two documentaries from the archive of the 

Nation’s Memory Institute (hereinafter NMI), and a debate on difficult chapters from the 

past involving experts who shared their views with the students and other visitors. The 

experts were comprised of members of the NMI, the UCM MYPLACE team, the Trnava-based 

anti-communist activist (Head of the Trnava branch of the Association of Political Prisoners 

and Anti-Communist Resistance) and respected locals of Dolná Krupá who lived under the 

previous regime. The locals enriched the debate with many vivid narrative illustrations about 

the regime, which they shared and discussed with the young audience. The whole event was 

duly advertised and open to the public. 

 

1. The exhibition was arranged as a combination of two visual projects made by NMI and one 

prepared in collaboration with the Museum in Dolná Krupá. The scenario of the whole 

exhibition was supervised by a team composed of experts from all three involved 

institutions. NMI offered a series of photographs taken by members of the Communist 

Intelligence Service during the suppression of the Prague Spring in 1968 by the invading 

armies of Warsaw Convention accompanied by detailed captions and extracts of then 

contemporary texts (newspaper extracts, various government documents, public 

exclamations, and the like). This constituted the first part of the exhibition. The photographs 

were accompanied by an audio-visual part achieved with the help of computers. Installed 



MYPLACE  September 2014  
 

MYPLACE: FP7-266831 www.fp7-myplace.eu 
Deliverable 2.4: Research Dissemination Event (Slovakia) 
Page 3 of 4 
 

and pre-set by NMI, and used with headphones, the videos offered students visual 

documentation and commentaries from well-known Slovak dissidents and other anti-

Communist activists that were related to the most important public demonstration in the 

last decades of Communist rule in Czechoslovakia, known as ‘the Candle Demonstration’ 

from 1988. The third part of the event exhibited the local ‘musealiae’ – various local exhibits 

that evoke the Communist period. In this way, the exhibition combined visual and audio-

visual means in order to display the regime in a format attractive to a young audience. The 

exhibition was on display in Dolná Krupá for three months. 

 

2. The second part of the event was a screening of two documentaries made by experts from 

the Nation’s Memory Institute. One was about the Scouts – a Christian youth organization – 

who were persecuted and prohibited during the Communist era. Another was a 

documentary on the Velvet Revolution of 1989 that included testimonies from several 

important figures.  Both of these documentaries were chosen in order to stimulate the 

debate that followed. 

 

3. The third part was the debate. It was chaired by Dr. Karásek (with the assistance of Dr. 

Priečko and Dr. Deák). The main guests were Dr. Jašek and Dr. Neupauer, both from NMI; Dr. 

Medvecký from the Slovak Institute of Military History (an expert on intelligence services); 

Mr. Vojtech Ottmar, head of the Association of Political Prisoners in Trnava and an anti-

Communist activist; and Mr. Ondrej Bohunický and Mr. Ján Nádaský, two representatives 

from among the locals who, from the position of the older generation, were willing to 

participate in the debate.  The central theme of the debate was  “freedom”, since it 

appeared to be the main criterion present in numerous public documents according to 

which the difference between the past and the present were judged.  

 

As long as its production is concerned, the event was well-received by the 

participants. This could be judged from the participants’ interest in the exhibits in general 

and by observing their reactions to the documentaries screened. However, the debate on 

the topic of ‘freedom’ quite clearly showed a few shortcomings in quality. The experts 

among the debaters and guests of the roundtable heard either questions that sought 
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elaboration of previous knowledge or questions that displayed routine narrative 

explanations of the difficult pasts gained from the media and school. The expert opinion, for 

several reasons (pertaining to the age of the participants, level of knowledge on the subject, 

personal involvement, etc.) wasn’t explored in any significant way. This finding, although 

expected, shows that thorough debates have still not become an obvious practice among 

the students.  

 

However, the event as a whole did contribute to public awareness of the traumatic 

moments in national and local history. The exhibition in a detailed way, and with the aid of 

different technological means, brought to the attention of young people several critical 

moments of the difficult pasts as lived and remembered in Slovakia. The diversity of the 

exhibits (from the peculiar photographs made by the Communist Intelligence Service, variety 

of commentarial texts, commented videos up to a variety of museliae), the topics they 

covered (mainly the Invasion of 1968 and its consequences; Candle Demonstration), and 

both the screening of the movies (the Communist persecution of the Scout youth 

organization and the revolution of November 1989) and the consequent debate on 

“freedom” did help to create a forum for rethinking the bookish and medial representations 

of the past. It also may have had the potential for young people’s questioning of family 

memories of the concerned times. Moreover, given that the exhibition remained open to the 

public for three months following the MYPLACE event, it created such conditions for 

displaying the traumatic moments of national history that in fact crossed the actual event. 

Finally, the nature of the main event created a forum for participants of different ages and 

expertise. Such a forum helped the transmission of the above noted awareness right at the 

event and during the following months of the exhibition’s duration, since it enabled any 

young visitor to reflect on the exhibits in the wider and generationally different social circles. 

The event also provided young people with a chance to observe the opinion-contest across 

at least three generations (their own, the experts’ and the ones whose productive life was 

affected by the difficult times). It clearly displayed that difficult pasts are the product of their 

actual carriers. Overall, then, the event and the following exhibition fulfilled the goals of 

Deliverable 2.4. 


