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MYPLACE: Aims and Objectives 
 
The central research question addressed by the 
MYPLACE (Memory, Youth, Political Legacy & Civic 
Engagement) Project is:  
 
How is young people’s social participation shaped by 
the shadows of totalitarianism and populism in 
Europe? 
 
Key themes addressed include: 

 Understanding the legacy of totalitarianism 
and populism; 

 Mapping youth participation and civic 
engagement; 

 Exploring receptivity to new radical and 
populist political agendas. 

 

 

Case study approach 
 
The MYPLACE project used a case study approach, 
using 30 carefully selected research locations 
(illustrated in Figure 1) which provided within country 
contrasts in terms of hypothesised receptivity to 
radical politics. MYPLACE work strands include: 

 Questionnaire survey (N =  16,935, target = 600 
per location) of young people aged 16-25;  

 Follow up interviews (N = 903, target = 30 per 
location with a sub-sample of these young 
people; 

 44 ethnographic studies of youth activism, in 6 
thematic clusters; 

 Ethnographic observation at 18 sites of 
memory including expert interviews with staff 
(N = 73), focus groups with young people (N = 
56) and inter-generational interviews (N = 
180). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Thematic Reports 
 
The aim of this series of thematic reports is to present 
a general Europe wide thematic analysis of young 
people’s views, attitudes and behaviour towards a 
range of social and political issues.  
This report focuses on content on attitudes towards 
democracy and will cover the following areas: 
 

 Satisfaction with democracy; 

 Attitudes towards various forms of political 
systems; 

 Attitude towards violence; 

 Attitude towards social justice and the 
economy; 

 Freedom of speech; 

 Respect for human rights; 

 Self-perceived discrimination and sense of 
insecurity in society; 

 Opinion on the death penalty 
 
 

Format 
 

Each page presents a specific theme and contains 
descriptive narrative, quotes from interviews and two 
graphs presenting questionnaire survey data. One 
graph presents the theme by the 30 research locations 
(colour coded into clusters of locations). These second 
graph illustrates a demographic breakdown. Quotes 
cited as ‘Interviewee’ emanate from follow up 
interviews with a subset of the survey sample of young 
people while those cited as ‘Activist’ are from young 
people interviewed as part of the ethnographic case 
studies. 
 
Statistical techniques have been used to construct 
derived variables (Factor Analysis) and test reliability 
(Cronbach Alpha or Correlations). 
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Satisfaction with democracy 
 
Existing literature and studies suggest that current 
democratic performance is not in line with the 
expectations of the public. The MYPLACE data shows 
varying levels of satisfaction with democracy. 
 
The MYPLACE survey asked respondents to place 
themselves on a scale according to how satisfied they 
are with the way democracy works in their country. 
These have been standardised on a 0 to 100 scale, with 
100 representing the greatest level of satisfaction. 
 
The overall average for all locations is 50.0 (n= 16,385, 
sd = 24.3), demonstrating medium levels of satisfaction 
with democracy. This varies from Odense Center (DK) 
with 74.3 with the highest levels of satisfaction to New 
Philadelphia (GR) with 33.4 with the lowest levels of 
satisfaction. 
 
When deciding on their level of satisfaction with 
democracy, respondents were able to evaluate why 
they felt this way: 
 
____________________________________________ 
“I: Would you say that the political system in Denmark 
is distinctly healthy, or? 
R: Yes, I would say. It comes as much in…Now we have 
decided it should be democratic, and we have shaped 
it to be…but it is also one of the systems in the world 
that it is most difficult to corrupt. And I think that is an 
indication that something is working” 
[Interviewee, Denmark] 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure: Level of satisfaction by location 
 

 
 
Locations in Denmark, Finland and Germany have the 
highest levels of satisfaction. Locations in Greece, 
Hungary and Spain have the lowest.  
____________________________________________ 
“For me, democracy means being free, free to express 
your beliefs, free to criticize whoever you want, free in 
general; but at this particular time, in the state that we 
are in, ok,…but now based on the way they run the 
country and they have brought us to this point, there is 
no freedom, we are condemned basically…because 
there is no money, many people will starve and there 
are already people at my school who cannot afford to 
get food literally […]”   
[Interviewee, Greece] 
____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure: Demographics breakdown 
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Attitudes towards various 
forms of political systems 
(Part A) 
 
People’s support for democratic values and political 
systems can reveal a lot about a country’s current 
political state and its legacy. 
 
The MYPLACE survey asked respondents to rate their 
support for two different types of political principles 
that were representative of democratic values; ‘Having 
a democratic, multi-party system’ and Having an 
opposition that can freely express its views’. The 
answers for both have been combined to demonstrate 
the level of support for democratic principles and have 
been standardised on a 0 to 100 scale, with 100 
representing the most support. 
 
The overall average for all locations is 72.7 (n=15,475, 
sd = 19.2), relatively low levels of support for 
democratic principles. This varies from Odense Center 
(DK) with 86.3 with the highest levels of support to 
Vyborg (RU), 59.3 with the lowest levels of support. 
 
In general, it is the young people in established 
democratic states who express a positive attitude 
towards democratic values, whilst those in post-
socialist countries feel democracy is too weak to work 
for their country: 
____________________________________________ 
 

“I: Would it possibly be better with only one party 
rather than several competing parties? 
R:  No. The downside is that you only have one party 
that you can choose. That is…we are not 
everything…There are 5 million of us. We do not all 
have the same views on things.”  
[Interviewee, Denmark] 
____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure: Support for democratic principles by location 

 
 
Locations in Denmark, East Germany and West 
Germany have the highest levels of support for 
democratic principles. Locations in Russia, Latvia and 
Slovakia have the lowest levels of support.  
____________________________________________ 
“Our country is very big; to govern it you need a strong 
power. Therefore we probably never will have 
democracy, and we actually don’t need it, we need our 
own development path, no matter what you call it.” 
[Interviewee, Russia]  
____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure: Demographics breakdown 
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Attitudes towards various 
forms of political systems 
(Part B) 
 
Similarly, support for more autocratic political 
systems and values reveals geographical divides and 
clusters.  
 
Alongside democratic principles, the MYPLACE survey 
asked respondents to rate their support for two 
statements that were indicative of autocratic 
principles; ‘Having a strong leader who is not 
constrained by parliament’ and ‘Having the army rule’. 
The answers to both have been combined to plot the 
level of support for autocratic principles and have been 
standardised on a 0 to 100 scale, with 100 representing 
the most support. 
 
The overall average for all locations is 34.3 (n=15,379, 
sd = 25.8), demonstrating very low levels of support for 
autocratic principles. This varies from Kutaisi (GE) with 
56.5 with the highest levels of support to Bremen (DE-
E), 9.5 with the lowest levels of support. 
 
Some young people’s support for autocracy is due to 
frustration with the way that democracy has seemingly 
failed in their country and a desire for strong 
leadership: 
____________________________________________ 
 

“I am not a big supporter of democracy. I think that […] 
as a nation we’re not mature enough for democracy 
but that it would be better for us if we had someone like 
Putin, maybe a bit more radical. I wish that a person 
like him takes over and all the power concentrates in 
one person. Because now it is divided too much and you 
have to settle with everybody and that has brought us 
to this situation.”  
[Interviewee, Croatia] 
____________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure: Support for autocratic principles by location 

 
 
Locations in Georgia, UK and Croatia have the highest 
levels of support for autocratic principles compared 
with locations in East and West Germany and Finland 
where support is the lowest.  
 
Other young people cannot conceive of living in 
anything other than a democratic state.  
____________________________________________ 
 

“Yes, there’s a division of power, there’s sovereignty of 
the people. Division of power, legislative, judiciary, 
executive. Free elections. And I think that’s the also the 
best type of state.” 
[Interviewee, Germany (East)]  
____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure: Demographics breakdown 
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Attitudes towards violence 
 
Young people’s belief that violence is justified can be 
examined in terms of specific situations and 
circumstances.  
 
The MYPLACE survey asked respondents to consider 8 
situations where they feel violence may or may not be 
justified: ‘To protect jobs from being cut’; ‘To protect 
human rights’; ‘To prevent global warming’; ‘To end 
poverty’; ‘To protect your ethnic / racial group’; ‘To 
sustain a stable government’; ‘To overthrow a 
government’; ‘To respect and protect animal rights’ . 
The answers to all 8 statements were combined to 
indicate an overall attitude towards violence 
represented on a 0 to 100 scale, with 100 representing 
the strongest justification for violence. 
 
The overall average for all locations is 30.3 (n=15,664, 
sd = 24.9), demonstrating low levels of justification for 
violence. This varies from Rimavska Sobota (SK), with 
44.9, with the highest levels of justification for violence 
to Forstate & Jaunbuve (LV), 14.4 with the lowest 
levels.  
 
Young people, in general, express discomfort with the 
idea of using violence as a way of achieving or 
preventing social change. However, for some young 
people, there are certain circumstances where 
violence may be justified and even deemed necessary. 
The young people who typically feel this way are those 
living in post-Soviet states, but this is by no means the 
rule, as demonstrated by Latvia. 
____________________________________________ 
“If you can only do it through violence, you have to do 
it with violence. It would be worse if you didn’t.”  
[Interviewee, Russia] 
____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure: Justification for violence by location 

 
Locations in Slovakia, Russia and Croatia have the 
highest levels of justification for violence. Latvia, 
Denmark and Finland have the lowest.  
 

____________________________________________ 
“I really don’t think I would do that now. It is possible 
that you throw rocks at the ones throwing rocks at you, 
but that will not lead to anything constructive, that’s 
nonsense! So I simply wouldn’t do that now, not 
because it’s illegal, but because nothing is gained from 
doing it.”  
[Interviewee, Denmark] 
____________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure: Demographics breakdown 
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Attitude towards social 
justice and the economy 
(Part A) 
 
Young people’s attitudes towards social justice and 
the economy has been divided into four parts. The 
first relates to attitudes towards unemployment in 
their country. 
 
The MYPLACE survey presented the first of two 
statements relating to free-market principles and 
asked respondents to indicate their level of agreement 
or disagreement: ‘The unemployed should have to take 
any job available or lose their unemployment benefits’. 
The responses have been used to create a scale of 0 to 
100, with 100 representing the strongest agreement 
with or belief in that statement. 
 
The overall average for all locations is 53.3 (n=16,678, 
sd = 30.1), demonstrating relatively high levels of belief 
that the unemployed should take any job or else lose 
their benefits. This varies from Trnava (SK), 64.5 with 
the highest rates of protest action participation to 
Argyroupouli (GR), 36.9 with the lowest levels. 
 
Locations in Slovakia, Hungary and Croatia have the 
most belief that the unemployed should have to take 
any job or lose their benefits. Locations in Estonia, 
Georgia and Greece believe this the least.  
____________________________________________ 
 

“The state causes the problems. The State has a bad 
system. It enables that Roma don´t need to work 
because they also see that if they don´t work they 
survive, state will take care. For example, in 
Switzerland I think the situation is if you don´t go to 
work you go to jail or you get penalties or something 
similar. No compromises.” 
[Interviewee, Slovakia] 
____________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure: Belief that the unemployed should take any 
job or lose their unemployment benefits by location. 

 
 
Whilst some young people are frustrated by what they 
see as abuse of state support for unemployment, 
others acknowledge that there is a genuine need for 
financial support in many cases: 
____________________________________________ 
 

“Of course one can feel [economic] inequality, almost 
every other person is poor and earns just enough to 
feed themselves, some can’t even work and have to 
look for something to eat. Others, though, have so 
much money that they don’t know what to do with it.” 
[Interviewee, Georgia] 
____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure: Demographics breakdown 
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Attitude towards social 
justice and the economy 
(Part B) 
 
Young people’s support for socialist ideology was 
revealed through examination of the second aspect of 
social justice and the economy.  
 
The MYPLACE survey presented the first of two 
statements relating to socialist principles and asked 
them to agree or disagree with the statement: 
‘Competition is harmful, it brings out the worst in 
people’. The responses have been plotted on a 0 to 100 
scale, with 100 representing the strongest agreement 
with or belief in that principle. 
 
The overall average for all locations is 43.9 (n=16,552, 
sd = 27.4), demonstrating low levels of belief that 
competition is harmful and brings out the worst in 
people. This varies from Argyroupouli (GR), 57.1, with 
the highest levels of belief that competition is harmful 
to Odense Center (DK), 26.6 with the lowest levels of 
belief that competition is harmful. 
 
 

Locations in Greece, Russia and Hungary have the most 
belief that competition is harmful. Locations in 
Denmark, Germany (East) and Finland believe this the 
least. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure:  Belief that competition is harmful by location 

 
 
____________________________________________ 
 

“Definitely in the case of the Deutsche Bahn that they 
get more competition...Well, until now there was no 
alternative – therefore you depended on the Bahn and 
there were a lot of problems with the Bahn.”   
[Interviewee, Germany (East)] 
____________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure: Demographics breakdown 
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Attitude towards social 
justice and the economy 
(Part C) 
 
Further exploration of the attitudes of young people 
towards socialist principles reveals that there is no 
clear East-West divide, as may be expected given the 
socio-economic history of Europe.  
 
The MYPLACE survey presented a second statement 
relating to socialist principles and asked the young 
people to consider to what extent they agreed or 
disagreed with it: ‘Incomes should be made more equal’. 
The responses have been standardised on a 0 to 100 
scale, with 100 representing the strongest level of 
belief in this principle. 
 
The overall average for all locations is 66.4 (n=16,608, 
sd = 26.5), demonstrating a high level of belief in 
equality of income. This varies from New Philadelphia 
(GR), 81.8 with the highest level of belief in equality of 
income to Odense Center (DK), 39.3 with the lowest 
level of belief in equality of income. 
____________________________________________ 
 

“What should be done for sure is a fair wealth 
distribution because it goes without saying that in a 
society some things should be offered to everyone for 
no profit. You cannot pay for the air you breathe. 
Respectively this should be the case for many things 
that are directly affect our quality of life.”  
[Interviewee, Greece] 
____________________________________________ 
Young people have varying attitudes towards equality 
of income and wealth. Whilst some stress the 
importance of the state providing for its citizens, others 
feel that their ability to earn more and benefit from 
that wealth are positive aspects: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure: Belief in equality of income by location 

 
 
Locations in Greece, Slovakia and Portugal have the 
most belief in equality of income compared with 
locations in Denmark, Georgia and Estonia who believe 
this the least.  
____________________________________________ 
“I am really, really happy for our society and do not 
necessarily see that a socialist revolution will 
significantly improve our world. [...] If we turned the 
whole world into a big communist benevolently system 
in which all had the same - then I would, for example, 
not afford to walk around with a new wrist watch, and 
then we two might share a tea bag, because there 
would be no money. There is no one in Denmark that 
really believe that we should all have the same.” 
[Interviewee, Denmark] 
____________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure: Demographics breakdown 
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Attitude towards social 
justice and economy (Part D) 
 
Returning to young people’s attitudes towards free-
market principles, here, a clear cluster of Eastern 
European countries emerges. 
 
The MYPLACE survey presented the second statement 
relating to free-market principles and asked young 
people whether they agree or disagree that ‘Private 

ownership of business and industry should be increased’. 
The responses have been plotted on a 0 to 100 scale, 
with 100 indicating the greatest belief in this particular 
principle. 
 
The overall average for all locations is 53.9 (n=15,678, 
sd = 25.4), demonstrating relatively high levels of belief 
that private ownership of business and industry should 
be increased. This varies from Telavi (GE) with 88.2 
with the highest level of perceived benefit to Jena (DE-
E), 38.4 with the lowest level. 
 
The opportunity to own and run one’s own business is 
seen as a positive social development for young people 
in some countries. 
____________________________________________ 
 

“There are changes in the way people can start a 
business. There are different grants devoted to 
developing small businesses.” [Interviewee, Russia] 
____________________________________________ 
However, some young people still feel that the state 
should have more control over businesses and be more 
proactive in order to regulate and create jobs, for 
example. 
__________________________________________ 
 

“Just more control over large business corporations, 
those lobbyists, to make politics more transparent, 
especially for young people.”  
[Interviewee, Germany (East)] 
__________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure: Belief that private ownership of business and 
industry should be increased by location  

 
 
Locations in Georgia, Latvia and Russia have the 
strongest belief that private ownership of business and 
industry should be increased. Locations in Germany 
(East), Hungary and Greece believe this the least. 
____________________________________________ 
 “INT: And what can one do, if there is no job in the 
society? When there is a lack of workplaces? 
RES: Creativity is needed, and job places are to be done. 
That is all. 
INT: Whose task is it? The state or the people? 
RES: The state. The state has to be creative. In every 
country, in every point. Building factories. Everything. 
People should do many things. Like before, in the past, 
when, I don't know how it was called [means 
socialism]” 
[Interviewee, Hungary] 
____________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure: Demographics breakdown 



Nov 20, 2015 MYPLACE THEMATIC REPORT: ATTITUDES TOWARDS DEMOCRACY 

 
 

Freedom of speech  
 
Young people’s views on freedom of speech are 
revealed in their responses to three contrasting 
issues. These issues are all underpinned by differing 
sensitivities and contemporary experiences across 
Europe, which potentially explains missing data from 
certain countries.  
 
The MYPLACE survey asked young people to consider 
three separate issues and indicate whether people 
should always or never be allowed to speak publically 
in support of them: ‘Holocaust denial’; Islamic 

extremism’; ‘Anti Roma / traveller sentiment’. Responses 

to all three statements were combined to indicate overall 

belief in freedom of speech.  This variable has been 
standardised on a 0 to 100 scale, with 100 indicating 
the highest level of belief in freedom of speech. 
 
The overall average for all locations is 63.1 (n=13,788, 
sd = 27.1), demonstrating high levels of belief in 
freedom of speech. This varies from Bremen (DE-W) 
with 89.7 with the highest level of perceived benefit to 
Barreiro (PT), 41.3 with the lowest level. 
 
Young people in some countries consider freedom of 
speech an intrinsic part of living in a democracy and 
feel ill at ease when that right is infringed upon. 
____________________________________________ 
 

“From a democratic point of view it is reasonable that 
everyone can publish his/her opinion […]” 
 [Interviewee, Germany (West)] 
____________________________________________ 
“I think that freedom of speech is limited nowadays. 
You can’t say what you want or you will be put in 
negative light or labeled as bad. It was so earlier, even 
if you said something in a straighter way. If you put it 
straight today it is ‘no good’ way.’” 
[Interviewee, Finland]  
___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure: Belief in freedom of speech by location 

 
Locations in Germany (East and West), Finland and 
Latvia have the highest level of belief in freedom of 
speech. Locations in Portugal, Denmark and Greece 
have the lowest levels.  
 
However, freedom of speech can lead to negativity and 
people voicing their prejudices, which is bad for 
society. 
___________________________________________ 
“The worst aspect is that I think people are a bit stingy 
and are not prepared to deal with difference. I think 
we're still very narrow-minded in thought. We are not 
prepared to face a twenty-first century as it exists in 
other countries. Go, and experience society as it exists 
in other countries. I think people feel they still have 
something to say about the lives of others here in 
Portugal.”  
[Interviewee, Portugal] 
 
___________________________________________  

Figure: Demographics breakdown 
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Respect for human rights 
 
When asked to assess the level of respect for human 
rights in their country, young people can quite easily 
be divided into geographical clusters with the 
exception of the Mediterranean countries. 
 
The MYPLACE survey posed the question: ‘How much 
respect is there for individual human rights today in 
this country?’ Young people were asked to rate the 
level of respect from ‘a great deal’ to ‘no respect at all’. 
The responses have been plotted on a 0 to 100 scale, 
with 100 representing the highest level of respect for 
individual human rights in their country. 
 
The overall average for all locations is 56.5 (n=16,505, 
sd = 26.2). This varies from Odense Center (DK), 80.2 
with the highest level of respect for human rights to 
Argyroupouli (GR), 37.2 with the lowest level of 
respect. 
 
For some young people, respect for human rights 
means being ready to defend those who suffer 
injustices in society: 
____________________________________________ 
 

“Yes, I support radical action, civil disobedience. But I 
accept it only for issues I support myself, like human 
rights and equality. […] It’s a bit strange that I do a bit 
of the same kind of things and think that my views are 
better than the others’. However, I think that if we 
protect the lives of humans, nature and animals and 
support their rights, so civil disobedience is OK from my 
point of view. When there are income gaps and people 
are discriminated, I think we should totally get rid of it 
all.” [Interviewee, Finland] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure: Respect for human rights by location 

 
 
 
Locations in Denmark, Finland and Germany have the 
highest levels of respect for human rights compared 
with Greece, Georgia and Hungary which have the 
lowest.  
 
Other young people mention the need to strike a 
balance between the freedom/rights of an individual or 
group and the freedom and safety of the majority: 
____________________________________________ 
“[…] to have freedom but not total freedom. Your 
freedom should have a limit...if your freedom bothers 
and interferes with the freedom of others, is not 
freedom. Mainly this is democracy. I mean to be free, 
to be able to work, to talk freely, to go out, as long as 
you do not disturb the others'” [Interviewee, Greece] 
____________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
  

Figure: Demographics breakdown 
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Self-perceived discrimination 
or sense of insecurity in 
society 
 
Overall levels of self-perceived discrimination or 
sense of insecurity in society are low amongst young 
people. 
 

The MYPLACE survey asked young people the question, 
‘Have you ever felt threatened because…?’ and then 
asked them to consider the following statements in 
terms of how often they feel this threat: ‘you support 
a particular political movement’; ‘you are a member of 
an ethnic or religious minority’; ‘of your sexual 
orientation’; ‘you belong to a subculture (punk / 
skinhead / EMO / Goth etc.)’; ‘of your gender’. 
Responses have been combined to produce an overall 
picture of young people’s self-perceived discrimination 
on a 0 to 10 scale, with 10 indicating the highest level 
of discrimination or insecurity. 
 

The overall average for all locations is 42.5 (n=16, 227, 
sd = 10.1), demonstrating low levels of self-perceived 
discrimination or sense of insecurity in society. This 
varies dramatically from Podsljeme (HR) with 9.4 with 
the highest level of self-perceived discrimination to 
Barreiro (PT), 1.4 with the lowest level. 
 

There is a general acknowledgement that 
discrimination is not as widespread as in the past, but 
young people are still able to identify situations where 
they feel discriminated against. 
____________________________________________ 
 

˝Well I have the problem… for being a woman. Men are 
getting higher wages, women lower and actually we 
are on the same level. Because I am a woman, I can´t 
do this, can´t do that and actually we can do a lot.˝ 
 [Interviewee, Croatia] 
____________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure: Level of self-perceived 
discrimination/insecurity in society by location 

 
Locations in Croatia, UK and Russia have the highest 
levels of self-perceived discrimination. Locations in 
Portugal, Hungary and Georgia have the lowest levels.  
 

Feeling secure in society may depend on location as 
well as personal appearance, affiliations and so on. 
____________________________________________ 
 

“I think the security prevailing in Portugal is something 
that is priceless. We can walk on the streets anytime 
and feel safe.” [Interviewee, Portugal] 
___________________________________________ 
“R: I mean I didn't dress like this until I got to Coventry 
[…]  It was always, it was always a dodgy position to be 
in, just because you knew there was a potential of 
someone coming up and doing something […] 
I: What, attacking you, physically? 
R: Some people attacked me physically, some, some of 
it's just persistent verbal abuse […]”. 
[Interviewee, UK]  
__________________________________________ 
  

Figure: Demographics breakdown 
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Opinion on the death 
penalty 
 
Opinion on the death penalty appears to be fairly 
even amongst young people across Europe, though 
geographical clusters are still visible. 
 
The MYPLACE survey asked young people to indicate 
on a scale whether the death penalty is sometimes 
justifiable or never justifiable. Their responses have 
produced a scale from 0 to 100 scale, with 100 
indicating the strongest belief that the death penalty 
can sometimes be justified. 
 
The overall average for all locations is 56.4 (n=16,569, 
sd = 37.0), demonstrating relatively high levels of belief 
in the justification of the death penalty. This varies 
from Kutaisi (GE) with 86.8 with the highest level of 
belief in the death penalty to Ozd (HU), 34.3 with the 
lowest level. 
 
Locations in Georgia, Denmark and Germany (East) 
have the highest levels of belief that the death 
penalty is justified. Locations in Hungary, Estonia and 
Latvia have the lowest levels of belief in the death 
penalty.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Figure: Belief that the death penalty is justified by 
location 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure: Demographics breakdown 
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