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MYPLACE: Aims and Objectives 
 
The central research question addressed by the 
MYPLACE (Memory, Youth, Political Legacy & Civic 
Engagement) Project is:  
 
How is young people’s social participation shaped by 
the shadows of totalitarianism and populism in 
Europe? 
 
Key themes addressed include: 

 Understanding the legacy of totalitarianism 
and populism; 

 Mapping youth participation and civic 
engagement; 

 Exploring receptivity to new radical and 
populist political agendas. 

 

 

Case study approach 
 
The MYPLACE project used a case study approach, 
using 30 carefully selected research locations 
(illustrated in Figure 1) which provided within country 
contrasts in terms of hypothesised receptivity to 
radical politics. MYPLACE work strands include: 

 Questionnaire survey (N =  16,935, target = 600 
per location) of young people aged 16-25;  

 Follow up interviews (N = 903, target = 30 per 
location with a sub-sample of these young 
people; 

 44 ethnographic studies of youth activism, in 6 
thematic clusters; 

 Ethnographic observation at 18 sites of 
memory including expert interviews with staff 
(N = 73), focus groups with young people (N = 
56) and inter-generational interviews (N = 
180). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Thematic Reports 
 
The aim of this series of thematic reports is to present 
a general Europe wide thematic analysis of young 
people’s views, attitudes and behaviour towards a 
range of social and political issues.  
This report focuses on content on European Issues, and 
will cover the following areas: 
 

 Interest in issues related to Europe; 

 Interest in the European Union; 

 Trust in the European Commission; 

 Membership of the European Union greatly 
benefits the country; 

 Historical importance of the country having 
EU membership. 

 
 

Format 
 

Each page presents a specific theme and contains 
descriptive narrative, quotes from interviews and two 
graphs presenting questionnaire survey data. One 
graph presents the theme by the 30 research locations 
(colour coded into clusters of locations). These second 
graph illustrates a demographic breakdown. Quotes 
cited as ‘Interviewee’ emanate from follow up 
interviews with a subset of the survey sample of young 
people while those cited as ‘Activist’ are from young 
people interviewed as part of the ethnographic case 
studies. 
 
Statistical techniques have been used to construct 
derived variables (Factor Analysis) and test reliability 
(Cronbach Alpha or Correlations). 
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Interest in issues related to 
Europe 
 
The young people participating in the MYPLACE 
project have all grown up in an era of European 
cooperation and integration, which has impacted on 
their socio-economic circumstances as well as their 
sense of identity.  
 
The MYPLACE survey asked respondents to indicate 
their level of interest in a number of issues related to 
politics. ‘Europe’ was highlighted as one such issue. The 
responses have been standardised on a 0 to 100 scale, 
with 100 representing the highest level of interest. 
 
The overall average for all locations is 55.3 (n= 16,829, 
sd = 28.4), demonstrating medium levels of interest in 
issues related to Europe. This varies from Lumiar (PT) 
with 71.4 with the highest levels of interest to Vyborg 
(RU) with 39.0 with the lowest levels of interest. The 
vast difference between the two UK locations should 
be noted, in particular.  
 
During interviews, young people demonstrated an 
awareness of the position their country holds in Europe 
and the rest of the world. For some, this was seen as 
an important relationship, whereas for others, they felt 
their country (and they personally) gained nothing 
from other countries and felt disinterested as a result.   
____________________________________________ 
“I think what is happening in Portugal is not isolated 
from what is happening in the rest of Europe and the 
world […] therefore I think that what is happening in 
Portugal is a reflection of what is happening in the rest 
Europe and the rest of the world.” 
[Interviewee, Portugal] 
____________________________________________ 
““We have a good reputation. The Germans, positive 
prejudice, we are assiduous, produce high quality 
wares […] that is something important and marks the 
picture of Germany overseas” 
[Interviewee, Germany (West)] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure: Level of interest in issues related to Europe 
by location 
 

 
Locations in Portugal, Germany (East and West) and UK 
have the highest levels of interest. Locations in Russia, 
Slovakia and Latvia.  
____________________________________________ 
“Russia has a generous soul. It gives everything out and 
gets nothing in return.”   
[Interviewee, Russia] 
____________________________________________ 
“I havent participated in the EP elections yet. EU is not 
influencing me that much so I dont care about it. The 
regional and local elections are much more important.”   
[Interviewee, Slovakia] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure: Demographics breakdown 
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Interest in the European 
Union 
 
The European Union has undergone a number of 
developments since its inception in the 1980s. 
Measuring young people’s interest in the European 
Union today reveals striking divides between 
locations in some countries and close agreement in 
others.  
 
The MYPLACE survey asked respondents to rate their 
interest in the European Union from ‘not interested’ to 
‘very interested’.  Young people’s views on this subject 
have been standardised on a 0 to 100 scale, with 100 
representing the highest level of interest. 
 

The overall average for all locations is 54.5 (n=16,787, 
sd = 27.5.), demonstrating medium levels of interest in 
the European Union. This varies from Telavi (GE) with 
75.4 with the highest levels of interest to Kupchino 
(RU), 39.5 with the lowest levels of interest. 
 

It is important to note that lack of interest in the EU 
does not necessarily indicate a lack of knowledge on 
the part of young people: 
____________________________________________ 
 

 “INT: Do you think it’s discussed enough?   
RES: No, I don’t think it is.  I think the political parties 
are so intent on staying in the EU that they don’t want 
to discuss anything else that risks us being booted out 
or having to possibly leave because I think if it was 
discussed, you’d, to the extent that if you think about it 
you can work things out, then I think a lot of the 
population would agree that we shouldn’t let as many 
people in from the EU as we do, ‘cause I mean I know 
it’s like in debates when you see it on the telly, there’s 
a lot of people who say oh, it’s a working class issue 
that because they’re not stealing the doctors’ jobs and 
things like that if you know what I mean […] it’s seen 
quite as an issue that working class people care about 
and not really anybody else...” 
[Interviewee, UK]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure: Level of interest in the European Union by 
location 

 
Locations in Georgia, Portugal and Spain have the 
highest levels of interest in the European Union. 
Locations in Russia, Finland and UK have the lowest 
levels of interest.  
 
For some young people, being part of the EU is an 
opportunity to take an interest in the way things are 
done in other countries. 
____________________________________________
“I think that we’re in the EU, in a place with countries 
that are truly democratic and that there people have 
got rights and that maybe we should pay more 
attention, see...compare ourselves. What makes it so 
that we aren’t the same as them? And I think that here 
we’ll find the answers. .”  
[Interviewee, Spain] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure: Demographics breakdown 
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Trust in the European 
Commission 
 
There are questions that young people have 
surrounding the legitimacy and accountability of the 
European Union and its structural organisation.  
 
Along with a number of other institutions and 
organisations, the MYPLACE survey asked respondents 
to assess their level of trust in the ‘European 
Commission’.  Their responses have been standardised 
on a 0 to 100 scale, with 100 representing the most 
trust in the European Commission. 
 
The overall average for all locations is 51.7 (n=15,333, 
sd = 23.9), demonstrating medium levels of trust in the 
European Commission. This varies from Telavi (GE) 
with 66.0 with the highest levels of trust to 
Argyroupouli (GR), 34.5 with the lowest levels of trust. 
 
 
Locations in Georgia, Finland and Estonia have the 
highest levels of trust in the European Commission 
compared with locations in Greece, Russia and Croatia 
where trust is the lowest.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Figure: Level of trust in the European Commission by 
location 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure: Demographics breakdown 
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Membership of the 
European Union greatly 
benefits the country 
 
In recent years, the decision to offer the ‘privilege’ of 
EU membership to some countries and exclude others 
has generated much debate. However, there are still 
some countries, such as Russia, which remain on the 
outside of the EU by choice.  
 
The MYPLACE survey asked respondents to consider 
whether they agree or disagree with the following 

statement: ‘Membership of the European Union 
greatly benefits this country’. Respondents from 
Georgia and Russia were not asked this question. 
Respondents from Croatia were asked in the period 
leading up to their EU membership in 2013. The 
answers are represented on a 0 to 100 scale, with 100 
representing the greatest agreement with the 
statement. 
 
The overall average for all locations is 58.8 (n=14,031, 
sd = 25.7), demonstrating relatively high levels of belief 
that EU membership greatly benefits the country. This 
varies from Jena (DE-E), with 71.1, with the highest 
levels of belief to New Philadelphia (GR), 44.8 with the 
lowest levels.  
 
For many young people, the tangible benefits to the 
economy are mentioned as indicators of the value of 
having EU membership: 
____________________________________________ 
 “I think that because of trade relations, that we have 
not customs anymore, I believe that this is the greatest 
advantage, this import, export. It is like that that we 
became world champion in export because of such 
trade relations and yes, I think that this is a great 
advantage that we gain a lot economically.”  
[Interviewee, Germany (East)]  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure: Belief that membership of the European 
Union greatly benefits the country by location 

 
Locations in Germany (East and West), Spain and 
Portugal believe the most that EU membership greatly 
benefits the country. Locations in Greece, Hungary and 
Croatia believe this the least.   
 

Other young people believe that their country’s 
economy has suffered as a result of adopting the Euro: 
____________________________________________ 
“R: The euro came in, and since then, the country 
collapsed, I don't know why. 
I: You mean joining the EU? 
R: Of course. In that very moment, the country 
collapsed. And we took 450 million euro loan or 
something like that, and we have just paid that.”  
[Interviewee, Hungary] 
____________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure: Demographics breakdown 
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Historical importance of the 
country having EU 
membership 
 
At a time when the future shape and existence of the 
European Union is under scrutiny, young people are 
able to reflect back on the historical significance of 
their country obtaining membership. 
 
The MYPLACE survey presented a number of historical 
events and asked respondents to rate their importance 
in the history of the country. Respondents from 12 
countries were asked to evaluate ‘Membership of the 
European Union’. Remaining countries had either no 
historical context due to very recent membership or 
are not yet member states. The responses have been 
used to create a scale of 0 to 100, with 100 
representing the greatest belief in the historical 
importance of EU membership. 
 
The overall average for all locations is 79.5 (n=13,013, 
sd = 21.2), demonstrating high levels of belief in the 
historical importance of the country having EU 
membership. This varies from Sant Cugat (ES), 89.9 
with the highest levels of belief in the historical 
importance of this obtaining this status to Rimavska 
Sobota (SK), 63.9 with the lowest levels. 
 
Locations in Spain, Greece and Finland have the most 
belief in the historical importance of their country 
obtaining EU membership. Locations in Slovakia, UK 
and Finland believe this the least.  
____________________________________________ 
 

“Yes, people should remember and especially about EU. 
From my point of view, it is one of the most important 
issues why it should exist. It gives security and is 
preventing wars. […] It decreases risks that someone 
tries to make announcements, threats or claims. I think 
it is a good thing.”[Interviewee, Finland] 
____________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure: Belief in the historical importance of the 
country having EU membership by location. 

 
 
Looking back, young people are able to see the positive 
and negative effects of EU membership on their 
country. Whether for or against EU membership, their 
strong views demonstrate the historical importance of 
their country’s decision to join and the extent of their 
involvement: 
____________________________________________ 
 

“Yeah, but if you, if you listen to the way the EU works, 
do you know what I mean, I’m so glad that we did not 
take the Euro….If we’d took the Euro we’d have been 
stuffed now, do you know what I mean? Like that 
Angela Merkel, she’s a dictator, do you know what I 
mean?” 
[Interviewee, UK] 
____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure: Demographics breakdown 
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