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MYPLACE: Aims and Objectives 
 
The central research question addressed by the 
MYPLACE (Memory, Youth, Political Legacy & Civic 
Engagement) Project is:  
 
How is young people’s social participation shaped by 
the shadows of totalitarianism and populism in 
Europe? 
 
Key themes addressed include: 

 Understanding the legacy of totalitarianism 
and populism; 

 Mapping youth participation and civic 
engagement; 

 Exploring receptivity to new radical and 
populist political agendas. 

 

 

Case study approach 
 
The MYPLACE project used a case study approach, 
using 30 carefully selected research locations 
(illustrated in Figure 1) which provided within country 
contrasts in terms of hypothesised receptivity to 
radical politics. MYPLACE work strands include: 

 Questionnaire survey (N =  16,935, target = 600 
per location) of young people aged 16-25;  

 Follow up interviews (N = 903, target = 30 per 
location with a sub-sample of these young 
people; 

 44 ethnographic studies of youth activism, in 6 
thematic clusters; 

 Ethnographic observation at 18 sites of 
memory including expert interviews with staff 
(N = 73), focus groups with young people (N = 
56) and inter-generational interviews (N = 
180). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Thematic Reports 
 
The aim of this series of thematic reports is to present 
a general Europe wide thematic analysis of young 
people’s views, attitudes and behaviour towards a 
range of social and political issues.  
 
This report focuses on voting in elections and 
democratic performance and profiles data for the UK. 
The report will cover the following areas: 
 

 Voting: the UK in the wider European context; 

 Trust in the European Commission; 

 Benefits of EU membership; 

 Immigration and border controls; 

 Migrants and welfare; 

 Should British citizens be put before migrants? 
 
 

Format 
 

Each page presents a specific theme and contains 
descriptive narrative, quotes from interviews and two 
graphs presenting questionnaire survey data. One 
graph presents the theme by the 30 research locations.  
The second graph illustrates a demographic 
breakdown as an average for the two UK research 
locations (Coventry and Nuneaton). Quotes cited as 
‘Interviewee’ emanate from follow up interviews with 
a subset of the survey sample of young people while 
those cited as ‘Activist’ are from young people 
interviewed as part of the ethnographic case studies. 
 
Statistical techniques have been used to construct 
derived variables (Factor Analysis) and test reliability 
(Cronbach Alpha or Correlations). 
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Voting: the UK in the wider 
European context 

 
The referendum on EU membership takes place on 
Thursday 23rd June. How will young people engage 
with the referendum?  
 
Data from the MYPLACE project provides insight into 
how young people view voting in national elections in 
general.  Will the voting to remain in or leave the 
European Union follow the same trends or will young 
people view this referendum in a different light?  
 
Data on attitudes to European issues, presented in 
this report, could help understand how and why 
young people will vote as they do on 23rd June.  

 
The UK in the European context. 
 
Figure 1.1: Electoral Participation of young people in 
the MYPLACE study (up to 2013) 

 
 
The proportion of eligible young people voting across 
the 30 study locations was 70.8%. This is higher than 
results published by Eurobarometer and the European 
Social Survey (ESS). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1.2: Voting in National Elections by location  

 

 
 
The proportions eligible to vote who said they voted in 
Coventry (51.3%) and Nuneaton (38.7%) are 
significantly lower than the MYPLACE study average. 
 
 ____________________________________________  
 

“But I'm torn, because most of my friends, most of the 

people my age won't vote any more, like, erm, they 
won't even spoil ballot papers, which I think is 
preferable, to me, like I would rather someone walked 
to the polling station, ruin a ballot paper as protest, 

than just not vote.”  
[Interviewee, Coventry, UK] 
  

Figure 1.3: Demographics breakdown (UK locations; n=498, average = 45.4%) 
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Trust in the European 
Commission 
 
There are questions that young people have 
surrounding the legitimacy and accountability of the 
European Union and its structural organisation.  
 
Along with a number of other institutions and 
organisations, the MYPLACE survey asked respondents 
to assess their level of trust in the ‘European 
Commission’.  Their responses have been standardised 
on a 0 to 100 scale, with 100 representing the most 
trust in the European Commission. 
 
The overall average for all locations is 51.7 (n=15,333, 
sd = 23.9), demonstrating medium levels of trust in the 
European Commission. This varies from Telavi (GE) 
with 66.0 with the highest levels of trust to 
Argyroupouli (GR), 34.5 with the lowest levels of trust. 
 
 
Locations in Georgia, Finland and Estonia have the 
highest levels of trust in the European Commission 
compared with locations in Greece, Russia and Croatia 
where trust is the lowest.  
____________________________________________ 

“‘…the idea of leaving Europe is a stupid idea…it 
would just be, what’s the point of putting all this 
effort into working towards a community, if we’re 
just going to leave when it gets a bit hard.’  
” [Interviewee, Coventry, UK] 
________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2.1. Level of trust in the European Commission 
by location 

 
____________________________________________ 

“INT: how do you make, how would you make 
society fairer then? 
RES: there’s not a lot you can do, is there?  It is 
what it is.  There’s not much you’re gonna change 
it.  Unless you become Robin Hood and steal from 
the rich and give to the poor…  
RES2: or just get out of the EU 
INT: do you think that would help?  How would 
that help? 
RES2: ‘cause you haven’t got Brussels telling us 
how to run our country.  Then you can actually 
start listening to your own people instead of some 
different country” [Interviewee, Nuneaton, UK] 
_________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2.2. Demographics breakdown UK locations (UK locations; n=930, average = 51.5)   
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Membership of the 
European Union greatly 
benefits the country 
 
In recent years, the decision to offer the ‘privilege’ of 
EU membership to some countries and exclude others 
has generated much debate. Young people in the UK 
feel some benefits of EU membership, but are also 
sceptical.  
 
The MYPLACE survey asked respondents to consider 
whether they agree or disagree with the following 
statement: ‘Membership of the European Union 
greatly benefits this country’. Respondents from 
Croatia were asked in the period leading up to their EU 
membership in 2013. The answers are represented on 
a 0 to 100 scale, with 100 representing the most 
agreement with the statement. 
 
The overall average for all locations is 58.8 (n=14,031, 
sd = 25.7), demonstrating relatively high levels of belief 
that EU membership greatly benefits the country. In 
Coventry, the average is 61.5 and in Nuneaton, the 
average is 58.0. 
 
____________________________________________ 
 

“…like if you come out of the EU, I mean you save 
money obviously but, I don’t because if you come 
out of the EU you won’t get the trade…and […] 
saving the money won’t matter… because you 
won’t be getting the trade’.” 
[Interviewee, Nuneaton, UK] 
____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3.1. Belief that membership of the European 
Union greatly benefits the country by location 

 
____________________________________________ 

“I want out of the EU as soon as possible like but… 
They dictate to us, do you know what I mean? Look 
at Angela Merkel, what’s she’s come out with this 
week, she’s getting annoyed, basically she’s 
getting really annoyed with us… ‘Cause we, we 
don’t want to put up our taxes, give them even, 
they want something like sixty million, is it 
nowadays? …We’ve already given them fifty 
three… Don’t you think that fifty three could go on 
a lot in this country? …And I don’t believe the EU is 
making us any real money do you know what I 
mean, it ain’t though, is it?” [Interviewee, Nuneaton, 
UK] 
___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3.2.Demographics breakdown UK locations (UK locations; n=1,043, average = 59.7)   
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Immigration and border 
controls 
 
MYPLACE found that being a young citizen of a 
globalised world does not necessarily result in having 
pro-immigration views. In the UK, these views differ 
between towns, indicating the importance of the local 
socio-political and socio-economic climate in shaping 
immigration views.  
 
The MYPLACE survey presented the following 
statement and asked respondents to indicate whether 
they ‘strongly agreed’ to ‘strongly disagreed’ with it:  
‘[COUNTRY] should have stricter border controls and 
visa restrictions to prevent further immigration’.  The 
responses to this statement can be used to indicate 
levels of anti-immigration feeling across all locations. 
These responses have been plotted on a scale of 0 to 
100, with 100 representing the highest level of anti-
immigration feeling. 
 
The overall average for all locations is 57.4 (n=16,436, 
sd = 28.9), which demonstrates relatively high levels of 
xenophobia across Europe. The average for Coventry is 
57.0 and the average for Nuneaton is 71.7.   
____________________________________________ 

“I think we should put a cap on the amount of 
people that come into the country, simply because 
I think there's not enough space.  Erm, and you 
know, I mean we're, we're a great country but 
we're a small one. Erm, there's not, that, like, 
physically there isn't that much space, there's not 
that much land, so for that reason I think we 
should put a cap on anyone coming in, whether it's 
Americans, whether it's, you know, French people, 

you know, I, you know.” [Interviewee, Coventry, UK] 

__________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4.1. Levels of anti-immigration feeling by 
location. 

 
____________________________________________ 

“I don't think Britain would be what it is if the doors 
were closed. Because so many, er, you know, 
different cultures and different people have 
contributed to Britain….”  
 [Interviewee, Coventry, UK]  
____________________________________________ 
“And they can talk about, they can talk about 
immigration failing all they want, and yes, the 
parties have failed a lot on immigration, but just 
randomly shutting the borders isn't going to help 
matters at all, especially not for an economy that 
runs so much on help from outside.”  
[Interviewee, Coventry, UK] 
__________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4.2. Demographics breakdown UK locations (UK locations; n=1,080, average = 64.5)   
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Migrants and welfare 
 
Respondents displaying attitudes characteristic of 
‘welfare chauvinism’ believe that the rights and 
benefits of the welfare state should be restricted to 
those who are citizens, therefore excluding migrants.  
 
The MYPLACE survey presented a statement relating to 
migrants rights to welfare: ‘Migrants should have the 
same rights to welfare (health care, housing, 
education) as people from [COUNTRY]’. Respondents 
were asked to state to what extent they agreed or 
disagreed with this statement, ranging from ‘strongly 
agree’ to ‘strongly disagree’. The responses indicate 
the level of welfare chauvinistic attitudes across all 
countries and have been standardised on a 0 to 100 
scale, with 100 representing the highest levels of 
welfare chauvinism. 
 
The overall average for all locations is 39.6 (n=16,526, 
sd = 27.0), demonstrating that those who believe 
migrants should not have the same rights to welfare 
are relatively low in number across the countries. In 
Nuneaton the average is 45.0 and in Coventry, 33.6. 
____________________________________________ 

“RES: I mean if they come here to what do you call 
it, improve society, if that’s what their intention is 
then I don’t see any problems to be honest 
INT: yeah, yeah 
RES: …but if society is like exploit [inaudible] then 
that could become an issue but if it’s their 
intention to come and help society, help UK out 
then I have no issues at all, no. ”  
[Interviewee, Coventry, UK] 
____________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 5.1. Levels of welfare chauvinism by location 

 
____________________________________________ 

“…but people from the EU for instance who their 
home country isn’t threatened in any way, there’s 
not mass hysteria or war or anything going on that 
makes them afraid to live there, I think it’s 
unreasonable that we’re allowing them into the 
country and sometimes letting them live off our 
welfare state, just because we’ve got, just because 
our government’s worked to get a welfare state in 
place to be able to support the people of the 
country and then you’ve got other people coming 
in who, there’s no real reason apart from increased 
earnings, for them to come to our country.” 
[Interviewee, Nuneaton, UK] 
____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5.2. Demographics breakdown (UK locations; n=1,082, average = 39.4)   
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Should British citizens be put 
before migrants? 
 
In comparison to the rest of Europe, young people in 
the UK display relatively open attitudes to the status 
that migrants should be able to occupy in the country, 
but are far from being the most inclusive group of 
young people. 
 
The MYPLACE survey presented three statements 
relating to exclusion from jobs, land and welfare and 
asked respondents to ‘strongly agree’ to ‘strongly 
disagree’ with the statements: ‘When jobs are scarce, 
employers should give priority to [COUNTRY] people 
over foreign workers’; ‘Foreigners should not be 
allowed to buy land in [COUNTRY]’; ‘‘Migrants should 
have the same rights to welfare (health care, housing, 
education) as people from [COUNTRY]’. The responses 
have been combined to indicate an overall belief that 
national citizens should be put before migrants. The 
responses have been plotted on a 0 to 100 scale, with 
100 representing the highest level of exclusionism. 
 
The overall average for all locations is 54.0 (n=13,263, 
sd = 19.6), demonstrating that the belief of prioritising 
national citizens is fairly high across Europe. In 
Nuneaton the average is 52.8 and in Coventry the 
average is 43.5.  
____________________________________________ 

“Yes.  They’d take any job, Polish people would 
and like, I don’t even think it would be that bad.  
It’s still valid to take the jobs, if they actually came 
over to England and try and learn to speak our 
language...” [Interviewee, Nuneaton, UK] 
____________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 6.1.  Belief that migrants should not be given 
the same rights as national citizens by location 

 
____________________________________________ 

“…I’ve got friends as well who work as labourers, 
like unskilled labourers on building sites and sort 
of thing and carpenters who, they’re going for jobs 
and this, excuse me, EU immigrant is applying for 
the job but saying that they’ll work for 50p less, 
they’re obviously going to get the job ‘cause as the 
employer sees it, as long as they’re paying them 
minimum wage, then they’re not doing anything 
illegal. Which they’re not.”   

[Interviewee, Nuneaton, UK] 
____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 6.2. Demographics breakdown (UK locations; n=863, average = 48.7)   
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MYPLACE Information 
 
 
 

Fieldwork was conducted in Coventry and Nuneaton between September 2012 and March 2013. 
All participants will be eligible to vote at the time of the EU referendum on 23rd June 2016. 

 
 

For further information, please view the project website at www.fp7-myplace.eu  
and the research outputs website at www.myplaceresearch.wordpress.com 

  
 

Prof. Gary Pollock, Manchester Metropolitian University -   g.pollock@mmu.ac.uk 
Prof. Hilary Pilkington, University of Manchester – hilary.pilkington@manchester.ac.uk  
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